REMARKS 

Claims 1-68 were pending. Claim 1 has been amended and new claim 
69 has been added. 

In response to the Election of Species Requirement, applicant hereby 
elects to prosecute the species of Group IV (i.e., the embodiment shown in Fig. 
7). Applicant submits that claim 69 reads on this species. 

Should the Office have any questions, the Office is invited to telephone 
applicant's undersigned representative. 


Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin J. Boland, 36,090 
W. L. Gore & Associates, Inc. 
551 Paper Mill Road 
P. O. Box 9206 
Newark, DE 19714-9206 
Date : March 15. 2004 (302) 738-4880 
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